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HALWIN School

Porkellis

HELSTON

Cornwall

TR13 0EG

Tel/Fax: 01209 860329

E-mail: secretary@halwin.cornwall.sch.uk

Website: www.halwin.co.uk
Dear Parents

This book is designed to give you information about the school in which your child is being or will be educated.

I hope that you will find the booklet interesting and informative about the life of our school and the way we educate the children in preparation for their future in society.

The school is a community in itself and we hope all our children learn to take their place in it, social training being high on our list of priorities.

We all try to encourage within the children a positive attitude to learn and to give them the skills to do so.  Above all our aim is to ensure that the children are happy and secure and it is only then that they will learn and benefit from the various opportunities we provide, given that education is a continuing process going on at home as well as at school.

The Preschool, known as the Halwin Community Preschool, has their building on the school site.  There is good liaison between the two settings.

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if there is anything which concerns you or on which you would like further information.

We look forward to making your acquaintance so that we can co-operate in our joint venture.

Yours sincerely

The Staff of Halwin School

VISION, MISSION, VALUES AND AIMS

Our Vision

To achieve each day a step towards excellence in teaching and learning which will enable pupils to realise their full potential in a happy, safe and caring environment.  The school follows the five outcomes of the every child matters agenda.

Our Mission is

To bring the world to our children, which will in turn prepare them to go into the world.

To provide exciting and stimulating experiences which will inspire an ethos of enquiry and creativity.

Our Values

We aim to inspire a love of learning in our children, and a ‘learning for all’ culture within our school community

We value highly children learning about their own learning

We prioritise health self esteem, together with independence and high expectations

We foster a ’can do’ culture where 

Children recognise that it is acceptable to find things difficult

We value children knowing that persevering is necessary to learn

We value and encourage reflective thinking, which enables our children to appreciate all that is rich and diverse in our world

We promote open and honest relationships within the school community

We use our outstanding environment to nurture creativity, awareness and respect

We create opportunities for children to develop their ability to question, to debate rationally and to think for themselves – enabling them to make healthy informed choices

Our Aims:

Our school aims to release the potential within each child – and provide a valued education which gives each child equal opportunity to develop qualities of spirit, feeling and imagination and a sense of beauty.

The ability to work hard and to succeed at tasks, to work independently and with other people, and to have an appreciation of human endeavour

Positive relationships and an awareness of, and a sensitivity to, the needs of others

Self esteem and self confidence both in school and the wider community

A thirst for knowledge, open mindedness and individual talent within a broad curriculum

A reasoned set of personal attitudes, values and beliefs and a respect for the religious and moral values of others.

HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL

The view from the school is spectacular – wide-open countryside with sightings of the Telstar dishes on the Lizard.

The school was opened in 1895 and called The Wendron Board School.  Prior to this date some children attended the Ruby School in Porkellis.  During the early 1900’s fir trees were planted around the school site.  In the early days the playground was clay and grass and there was no running water at the school.

The school housed children from the age of 5 to 14 years of age.  The older boys often attended another local building for woodwork lessons while the older girls attended Trewennack for Domestic Science.  In January 1960 the school became a primary school for children from 5 years to 11 years with all older children going to Helston.

In 1986 the school had a large extension providing a new hall and dining facilities.  A 1946 Horsa canteen building was demolished at this time.  In September 2001 a new entrance was made and an extension for two offices and a staff room.

My thanks to Mr Ronald Richards, a former governor, and his mother for information on the early years of Halwin School.

The local playgroup Halwin Community Preschool had lottery funding to purchase an Elliott Building, which was put on the school site in December 1999.  This allows closer links with the Pre-School.

USEFUL ADDRESSES
	Contact
	Address
	Tel No

	Director Children’s Services Authority
	Trevor Doughty
 County Hall, Truro TR1 3AY
	0300 1234 100

	Education Library Services
	Unit 17, Threemilestone, Truro TR4 9LD
	01872 323456

	Medical Officer
	Dr C White, Child Health Dept, Pendragon House, Gloweth, Truro TR1 3XQ
	01872 254936

	School Nurse
	Sarah Wray, Cornwall & IOS NHS, Redruth School, Tolgus Vean, Redruth TR14 1TA
	01209 215766

	Preschool
	Halwin Community Preschool, Halwin, Porkellis, Helston
	01209 861384

	Transport
	Admissions & Transport (Policy) Team, Children's Services Authority, County Hall, Truro, TR1 3AY
	01872 322003

	Welfare Officer
	Pat Harley, Child & Family Services, EWO, The Cottage, Trengweath, Redruth
	01209 881828


Grants
For all applications for free school meals and clothing grants, contact the Education Department at County Hall on 0300 1234 100.  Any general enquiries can be made to the Education Department at County Hall on 0300 1234 100.

Transport
Transport is provided for all children of primary school age, who live two or more miles from the school.  For all enquiries concerning transport, please contact the Admissions Team, 01872 322003.
GOVERNORS OF HALWIN SCHOOL

	Type of Governor
	Name

	
	

	LA Governor


	Mr M Clayton 

	LA Governor


	Mr R Ashburn (Vice Chair)

	Community Governor


	Mrs L Ross

	Community Governor


	Mr G Vallender

	Community Governor


	Mr R Hicks (Chairman)

	Parent Governor


	Mr A Cox

	Parent Governor


	Mrs L Trounson

	Parent Governor


	Mr R Maddern

	Parent Governor


	Mr I Tolchard

	Staff Governor


	Mrs J Warrick

	Teacher Governor


	Mrs M Murray

	Headteacher


	Mrs S L Haskins

	Clerk to the Governors


	Mrs M Griffiths


Governors can be contacted through the school address.
School Governors

The Governing Body meets once a term to discuss all matters relating to the life of the school.  There are committees within the Governing Body to be responsible for specific areas of running the school – finance, the building, curriculum etc.  The groups meet regularly.  Each term the Governors visit the school, with a pre-arranged focus and present a report at the Governor’s Meeting.

How to become a Parent Governor

The school has, because of our numbers, four elected Parent Governors.  All parents of children in the school are eligible for election.  A Governor is elected by the parents for a term of office for four years.  At the end of this period he/she may, if they so wish, be re-elected.

STAFF OF HALWIN SCHOOL

	Headteacher


	Mrs S L Haskins


	

	Assistant Headteacher


	Mrs M Murray


	Blue Class (part time from September 2010)


	Teacher


	Miss S Elgie
	Red Class



	Teacher


	Miss S Benney


	Purple Class



	Part time Teacher
	Mrs C Hendy
	Green class (Blue class from September 2010)

	Administrative Officer


	Mrs J Warrick


	

	Teaching Assistant


	Mrs L Laundon

	

	Teaching Assistant


	Mrs M Burley
	

	Teaching Assistant


	Mrs S Jenkin


	

	Teaching Assistant

(Special Needs)
	Mrs C Trathen
	

	Teaching Assistant

ICT Technician
	Mrs K Hamilton


	

	Lunchtime Supervisors


	Mrs S Jenkin


	

	Lunchtime Supervisors


	Mrs S Bullock

	

	Site Supervisor


	Mrs J Nute


	

	Cook-in-Charge


	Mrs N Clarke

	

	Kitchen Assistants


	Mrs S Triggs

	


Curriculum Co-ordinators

The staff all work together when formulating curriculum policies, there are no specific co-ordinators but teachers have a specific interest in the following:-

Numeracy/History/Art/DT

Mrs Murray

English/Geography/Music

Mrs Haskins

Science/ICT/RE



Mrs Hendy

PSHE




Mrs Haskins

PE/ICT




Miss Benney

Staff Training

The school has to take 5 days or their equivalent, for professional in-service training each year.  These days were created by shortening the holidays.  Sometimes they are used by the Education Authority to train all teachers in national matters and they are used by individual schools to address their own developments.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Admissions
The school’s published admissions number is 17 for each year group. From 01 September 2010 parents of children in all year groups will have to apply for places through the admissions team at County Hall, Truro (tel 03001234100).  Parents wishing to view the school should ring the school to make an appointment. 
School Times/Arrival/Departure

The morning session is from 8:50am to 12:15 Mon – Thurs (Friday 8:50 – 12 noon). 
The afternoon session is from 1:10pm to 3:20pm Mon – Thurs (Friday 12:55 – 1:45pm).  
The school is not legally responsible for your child before 8:35am or after 3:35pm that is unless your child is on an organised activity with a teacher eg football/netball matches etc.  The school will be open to receive your children from 8.35am.  The teachers will be on duty in their classrooms.  We are asking parents to bring their children into Reception and for the children to then make their way, unaccompanied, to their classes.  (Apart from Red Class, unless they are confident to go in on their own.)  Registration will take place at 8.50am as usual.  Any latecomers should be brought into Reception and sign in the late book.  Children, who arrive before 8.35am, are not the school’s responsibility except for the ‘taxi’ children.
We have devised a system which endeavours to maintain the safety of all children.  Parents who collect their children at school are asked to come into the back playground.    At the end of the day all children need to be collected from the back playground.  Red Class will come out of the door by their cloakroom; Blue Class from their classroom door; Purple Class from their cloakroom.
Parents, who need to take their children out of school during the day, need to notify the school by phone or letter beforehand.  Children should be collected via the main reception and a member of staff should be informed that they are removing the children.  See Appendix 8 ‘Visitor Procedures’.

Uniform
Although not compulsory, we would like the children to wear uniform to foster a sense of unity and pride in their school.  This also alleviates the ’fashion parade’, which causes stress to some children.  Sweatshirts, cardigans and fleeces embroidered with the school logo are available to order through the school office.  Book bags and baseball caps (to give sun protection in the summer) are also available from school.

Boys Uniform

Winter
Pale blue shirt (or polo shirt)

Grey trousers

Navy Jumper/sweatshirts available from school)

Shoes (preferably black)

Summer
Pale blue shirt, grey trouser (long leg or short leg)

Navy top

Shoes

Girls Uniform

Winter
Pale blue shirt (or polo shirt), navy skirt, culottes or trousers

Navy jumper/sweatshirts

Summer

As above or blue check dresses

PE Clothing

Navy shorts, white T-shirt, Plimsolls

A labelled drawstring bag for their kit to be hung from peg

Tracksuit in winter for outdoor games

In the summer I would ask you to support us in not allowing your children to wear brightly coloured beachwear (shorts, tops, etc.) to school, as it does not help to create a work atmosphere.

HAIR – Children should attend school with their natural hair colouring and no extreme hairstyles eg Mohican, shaved designs etc.

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT ALL CLOTHING IS LABELLED

Home-School Agreement

Since September 1999, Halwin School has had in place a Home-School Agreement, which was drawn up in consultation with governors, teachers and parents.  The agreement sets out the responsibilities of the school, the responsibilities of the parents and what the school expects of its pupils.  Although we would ask you to sign the agreement, if you should decide not to do so, your decision will not affect your child’s admission to the school.

Photographs
The school photographer visits the school in the Autumn term to take individual and family photographs and again in the Summer term to take class and sports teams photographs.  In order to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998, the school asks parents to complete a consent form relating to the use of children’s images in photographs, video recordings, publications etc.

Charging and Remissions

On entering the school, parents are asked to sign an agreement to make voluntary contributions to school activities.  This does not affect the parents’ right to withdraw children from activities.  The Governors may make provision from school funds for costs incurred, by the children of parents unable or unwilling to make a voluntary contribution.  In the light of financial constraints, should insufficient voluntary contributions be forthcoming - the educational visit will have to be cancelled.  Staff will outline trips and costs to parents before making any bookings.

The school reserves the right to charge parents for such damage/loss of equipment or property, where in their opinion negligence/carelessness on the part of the pupil is involved.  Eg. if a library book is lost - that is the loss of one of the school’s quota of library books.

School Rules and Discipline

Good discipline is essential in a learning situation and for the safety of all pupils.  We expect the children to have good manners, tolerance and respect for other people, their feelings and possessions.

There are very few school rules - most are devised for the children’s safety and the safe running of the school.  If children misbehave eg are rude, disruptive or are not working, the child usually has his/her playtime removed or is made to work away from other children.  In serious cases, we consider the partnership we have with parents essential in this area to overcome any problems.  See Appendix 7 Behaviour Policy.

Golden Rules and Golden Time

There are five Golden Rules which were negotiated with the children to cover politeness, truthfulness, being honest, listening to others and following instructions.  

Children in Key Stage 1 have a weekly golden time, where they can have activities which are negotiated with the teacher. 
Children in Key Stage 2 earn ‘stamps’ which are exchanged at the end of each half term for a treat, if they have earned enough.

The children enjoy their Golden Time and try hard not to lose it through breaking any of the Golden Rules.  We find this has a positive effect on our discipline.  The school will contact parents if a child is persistently losing golden time in KS1 or unable to earn the weekly stamp in KS2.
Complaints Procedure 1988 Education Reform Act

If there are complaints, parents can have :-

1.  Informal discussion with the class teacher

2.  Informal discussion with the headteacher

3.  Informal discussion with the Governing Body

If the complaint cannot be resolved informally, the complainant should make a formal complaint in writing to the Governing Body or the designated officer of the LA.

School Meals

The school has a contract with Chartwells to provide the meals and tuck shop food and drink.
The meals are cooked in our own kitchen by Mrs N Clarke.  At present the meals are £2.00 a day, the canteen staff deal with payments.  We would appreciate payment being sent to school in a named envelope either on Monday or Friday for the meals required/taken that week.  This will help the school cook, who has a limited amount of time in school.

Packed lunch children eat in the hall at the same time.  This is a social time, however, we try to encourage the children to eat correctly and to be well mannered.  The children are encouraged to choose items to make up a balanced and healthy meal.  Mrs Clarke sends the terrmly menu to all parents and displays it in the entrance area.  If your child has any allergies or is a vegetarian, please let the cook know, who will discuss the needs with Chartwells.
Supervisory Assistants

Two Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants are on duty during the whole lunch-time in the playground and the hall.  A teaching member of staff is also on duty.

Healthy Schools

Halwin School achieved a Healthy Schools award in June 2003, which was revalidated in June 2005 and again in June 2007.  There is a Healthy Schools action plan.  The school encourages the children to eat healthily and to have regular exercise.  Each morning the children have a ‘Wake up Shake up’ exercise to music before starting their lessons.  This is to help them focus for the day.  All children are allowed to drink water throughout the day.  Water bottles are available from the school at a cost of £1.00.  You will be informed about healthy schools initiatives on the fortnightly newsletter.

Tuck

The school cook runs a healthy tuck shop (before play), which provides fruit, raisins, yoghurt covered raisins, squash etc., everything is less than 25p.
Secondary Transfer
Most pupils transfer to Helston School.  A liaison programme between Halwin and Helston School is in progress with plans to develop it even further.  The Head of Year 7 at Helston Lower School visits Year 6 to talk to the children, after they have had their visit to Helston School to experience a half day of sample lessons and lunch.  This will, we hope, help to ease the transition from a small school to a large comprehensive school.  Alternative arrangements are made for those children who will be transferring to other secondary schools.
School Reports

Parents/Carers are invited to school in October to discuss the targets set for their children for the school year.  Another meeting is set for Feb/Mar to discuss progress made towards those targets.  Towards the end of the Summer term the annual report is sent to your home.  The information on the report will include details of general progress, brief particulars of progress/weaknesses in all areas of the school curriculum and with a target set in Maths, English and Science for the following academic year, together with a summary record of pupil attendances for the year.  Staff will be available to discuss the reports.  The children also complete a report on how they think they have progressed in the year.

For Y2 pupils and Y6 pupils there will be National Curriculum levels for English, Maths, Science, Technology, History and Geography, plus a commentary on the pupil’s progress in relation to end of Key Stage targets in music, art and PE.

Parents are welcome to come into school throughout the year to talk to the teachers.

Attendance Requirements - Reasons for Absence Guidelines

Circular 11/91 states that schools are required to put into the prospectus specified data about rates of unauthorised absence over the three terms of the immediately preceding school year and to publish attendance data in the Annual Report.

The circular defines authorised absence as:-

i. sickness or any unavoidable cause.

ii. religious observance by the religious body to which parents belong.

iii. on grounds that suitable transport has not been provided and the school is not within walking distance.

iv. authorises schools to grant leave for annual holidays during term time for no more than 2 weeks in any school year.

v. absence following the death of a close member of the child’s family.

Schools have a duty to report to the LA on continuous pupil absences of two weeks or more and on those pupils who fail to attend school regularly, except those covered by a medical certificate.

Could you either telephone the school to let us know why your child is absent or send a letter on his/her return to school.  If a child is absent for 3 days and we have had no communication as to the reason, the school will contact the family to find the reason.  In some circumstances the school will telephone on the first day requesting a reason for the absence.

Security Policy (Arrangements)

The school has a main entrance door.  All visitors to the school are asked to report to the main reception area, where access can be made through ringing the bell and announcing yourself through the intercom.  The visitor’s book is to be signed on arrival and departure of all visitors other than delivery personnel.  Visitors staying in school for a sustained period of time may be asked to wear a visitor’s badge.  The children are not allowed to open the doors to admit any adults.  See Appendix 8 Visitors’ Procedure.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Health
A medical takes place during the child’s first year at school.  You will be invited to attend.  The school doctor and nurse carry out routine medicals throughout the year.  If you have any worries about your child’s health, please do not hesitate to ask for an appointment to see the doctor.

The school is required to take part in the Cornwall & IOS NHS height and weight programme for children in Reception and Year 6.  Forms are given to parents, who then have the opportunity to opt out.

The school is required to take part in the Cornwall & IOS NHs height and weight programme for children in Reception and Year 6.  Forms are given to parents, who then have the opportunity to opt out.
If your child has been poorly, please do not send him/her back to school if there is any possibility of infection to other children.  Please let us know if your child contracts an infectious disease, eg German measles, mumps, chicken-pox, slapped cheek.

Head Lice – Please let the school know if your child has head lice so that we can advise parents to check the hair of members in the family.  We try to keep these unwelcome visitors at bay with your help.  The wet combing method is suggested as a way to manage head lice.

Medicines in School

If your child requires medicine during the school day, please would you take the medicine to the teacher and write a letter authorising the teacher to administer the medicine, together with details of dosage and frequency of application.  If your child is on antibiotics such as penicillin, we would ask you to consider very carefully whether your child is well enough to attend a busy day at school.

Emergency Contact

When children have simple accidents at school, first-aid is given by staff on duty.  It does help us to have an emergency address and telephone number, so that we can contact you if your child is ill or has an accident.  Please keep us up to date with this vital information.

E Safety

Parents will be asked to read and sign an agreement with the school for E safety and also an agreement for the child to sign. This is a statutory obligation for safeguarding.

Jewellery

Earrings - only studs to be worn for the child’s safety in PE.  No other facial or body piercings are permitted.  Other Jewellery- we would prefer children not to wear jewellery to school for both safety and the distress caused to children when it may get broken or lost.

Dogs on the Premises

It is the policy of the Cornwall Council that no dogs are to be brought onto school premises.  This is for the safety of all children.

Horses on the Premises

For the health and safety of the children, we would ask you not to ride or bring horses onto the school premises.

Car Parking

For the safety of all concerned, we ask all visitors and parents bringing vehicles onto the school site to drive slowly and carefully. Please ensure that you accompany your child/children across the car park at all times. We do not want any accidents to happen.
EARLY EDUCATION
We follow the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage..

Aims for Under Fives

1. To present children with a structured programme of activities which foster their learning and promote the achievement of desirable outcomes for learning across six areas: language and literacy; mathematics; knowledge and understanding of the world; personal and social, physical and creative development.

2. To provide children with opportunities for learning through their own activity by offering them rich and stimulating experiences both in and out of doors.

3. To develop each child’s ability to express his/her thoughts, ideas and feelings, to communicate them clearly and confidently to others and to understand their expression and responses.

4. To develop each child’s knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of experience.

5. To develop each child’s ability to work co-operatively with other children and adults.

6. To foster positive attitudes to learning: trust, confidence. curiosity, responsibility and independence.

7. To establish and maintain good relationships with parents and pre-school agencies and to provide links into statutory schooling.

8. To use careful assessment and record-keeping based on direct observation and discussion to plan activities matched to each child’s stage of development.

9. To provide a secure and stimulating environment for learning using colourful and interesting display and challenging equipment within a caring context.

10. To ensure that children with special needs are identified early and appropriate  arrangements are made for them.

Admission

The school follows the LA’s admissions policy which is as follows:-  Children born between 1 September and 29 February will be admitted to school on a full-time basis in the September of the academic year.  Children born between 1 March and 31 August will be admitted to school on a part-time basis from September and then on a full-time basis in January.

Children do not legally have to attend school until the term after their fifth birthday.

Induction to Red class
The class teacher prepares an induction pack for the new parents. The parents are invited to a meeting with Miss Elgie in the Summer term to discuss the contents of the induction pack and to ask any questions. Before the end of term the children spend some sessions in Red Class and experience lunchtime.

Staffing

Early Years children are managed by the Reception Class Teacher and a Teaching Assistant.  Appropriate numbers of staff are employed to meet required child/adult ratios required for validation.

Accommodation and Resources

Children have access to resources and equipment, which support their all-round development.

Quality of Learning

The children are offered mostly practical activities, which are potentially interesting, enjoyable and challenging and which are based on first hand experiences.  These are well planned to take account of the child’s previous learning and may provide opportunities for practice, consolidation or extension skills of knowledge and understanding.  Children are always encouraged to explore, experiment, question, take calculated risks, make and learn from mistakes and engage in purposeful play.

Quality of Teaching

Clear aims for learning are established by the Class Teacher and shared by the Staff working together.

Children are given a balance between child-selected and adult-initiated or directed activities.  Good use of space, materials and equipment ensure that the children are given a varied, stimulating and interesting range of activities in both small and large groups.

Curriculum

The curriculum:

· is broad and balanced and promotes social, emotional, intellectual, physical and spiritual development.

· is provided in relation to areas of experience: language and literacy, mathematics, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical, creative, personal and social development.

· gives opportunities for learning both in and out of doors.

· provides the basis for continuity of experience by establishing links with National Curriculum Programmes of Study.

Equal Opportunities

All children are given equal opportunities to engage in learning activities regardless of race, class or gender as outlined in the School Equal Opportunities Policy.

Special Educational Needs.

Children with Special Educational Needs are offered a programme of activities and the adult support necessary to enable them to benefit fully from the experiences offered in the Early Years.  See School Special Educational Needs Policy.

Meeting the Needs of Low Achievers

For less able children, activities are given at which they can readily achieve success, thus developing their confidence and consolidating their understanding before the presentation of more difficult challenges.

Meeting the Needs of High Achievers

Children whose attainment is high are given activities which extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding such as problem solving and investigations.

Assessment, Record Keeping and Reporting

Within the first seven weeks of entering school, a child will have an initial EYFS profile assessment.  The outcome will be discussed with the parents and key elements used to inform effective planning.  Careful assessment and record keeping is based mostly on regular and close observation of, and discussion with, individual children.  More formal assessment is used when the children are considered able.  These key elements are gathered to inform effective curriculum planning and provide the basis for continuity and progression.

Parents are encouraged to share in their child’s developmental progress and contribute to their learning via regular informal dialogue between staff and parents.  More formal interviews can always be arranged at a mutually convenient time if a parent needs to discuss their child in depth. A final assessment is made in the summer term to complete the EYFS profile. The scores the child has achieved and written report,  by the teacher, is given to the parents at the end of the academic year, which can be discussed.

Links with Parents and Other Agencies

Strong links have been fostered between the Preschool, situated on the school site and the School.  The Reception Teacher liaises with the Preschool leader and key workers and visits the children in situ on a regular basis.  During the Summer term, children that are due to begin full time in the Autumn are given the opportunity to come into school to meet their new class, be introduced to the staff and, in general, become familiar with the school environment.  This will run for approximately 3 sessions.  During this time, parents will be given an introductory pack which will include information to help you and your child have a smooth entry into the reception class.
SOME IDEAS FOR PARENTS

When your child first comes to school on a part-time basis it is to help them to:-

(a) socialise with other children

(b) to become confident

(c) to make relationships

(d) to prepare for the more "formal" learning process by engaging in structured play, use of materials and other apparatus.

Before your child comes to school, there are various things they need to be able to do, or at least to have experienced and need to continue throughout the school.  They are as follows in no particular order of importance:-

1. The ability to dress themselves - especially how to put on a coat.

2. The ability to put on their own shoes and to fasten them.

3. The need to understand the necessity of looking after their own possessions - this training can be done at home.  Caring for their toys, clearing away when they have finished using them, being careful and tidy.

4. Your child needs to listen to the spoken word and respond accordingly.  Make sure he/she answers with a sentence and/or reacts correctly.

5. Watch television with your child and discuss the programme with them. Try to be selective with television programmes - this aids their observation and listening skills.  Listen to the news to widen their general knowledge as they get older.

6. Teach them to recognise colours.

7. When you read to your child, let him/her see the printed word and follow the words with your finger from left to right - discuss the pictures and text.  Make time to listen and discuss the books in a relaxed atmosphere.

8. Let your child experience the use of scissors.  This helps their co-ordination skills and muscle development.

9. Use colours practically.  Let your child experiment with crayons and paints.

10. Watch how your child holds a pencil or paint brush and if awkwardly suggest an easier way.  Do not use force.

11. Please do not teach your children to write in capital letters.

12. Teach your child nursery rhymes, songs and counting.

13. Encourage your child's observation skills - talk about things you notice while out for a walk, or on the bus, or in the car.  Look at and read signs in the environment.

14. Set up situations to foster imaginative play, eg use cardboard boxes, building bricks or materials for construction.

15. Offer your child many and varied experiences.  Go out together, read together etc.

16. Encourage respect for other people, saying "please" and "thank you" and "excuse me".

17. Train in the proper use of the toilet, ie flushing and hand washing.

18. Language is very important.  Talk to your child whenever possible, eg when shopping, gardening etc.  Involve them in shopping situations so children understand real money and how it works.

19. Visit the library regularly to ensure children read as many varied books as possible and continue to read books to them throughout their primary school years.

CURRICULUM

ENGLISH

Background

The school places the study of English in a position of utmost importance within the curriculum.  The implementation of the English policy should enable every child to achieve its full potential in all subjects across the curriculum regardless of age, gender or cultural background.  The school has taken on board the National Literacy Strategy, where children have one hour a day concentrated on English.

Aims

*  To enable every child in the school to receive their statutory entitlement to an English curriculum which
    is wide ranging and offers a balance of English experiences.

*  The overall aim of the English curriculum presented to the children reaches across the whole
   curriculum.

*  To enable children to use their expertise and knowledge of the variety and purposes for reading,
   writing, speaking and listening to support them in all activities in school and the world around them.

*  To ensure children enjoy their English and are praised for their efforts and success.  To make sure they
   make satisfactory progress.

*  To ensure that each child has access to learning opportunities which ensure that full potential is
   reached - children with Special Educational Needs being catered for at both ends of the ability range.

*  To include information technology in all areas of English.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Background

To enable children to use speech as a means of communication. 

To speak clearly, fluently and appropriately for different situations.

To enable children to listen carefully with understanding and to respond effectively.

To enable children to speak with an increasing vocabulary and to encourage the use of standard English in appropriate situations.

Aims
*  To develop fluency and confidence in speaking to a variety of audiences and purposes.

*  To help the child to use a wide vocabulary appropriate to the situation.

READING

Background
To teach children to read a variety of material with increasing fluency and understanding.

To encourage the love of reading by providing and giving the children a wealth of material in the classroom and library.

To encourage reading to assist the learning in other areas of the curriculum.

Aims

*  To have a good knowledge of phonics and other reading skills.

*  To enable every child to read fluently, accurately and with understanding.

*  To be able to respond to a variety of text.

*  To enable children to read for pleasure.

*  To teach the skills necessary to find out things.

We use the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme as a basis for teaching reading but have a variety of reading material to support the scheme.

WRITING

Background
Children should be able to write fluently and with confidence, and to enjoy the activity.

Writing is an important skill for communication in all aspects of life.

Aims
*  To help the development of writing throughout the school by teaching skills to enable the child to
   communicate his/her ideas in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences.

*  To develop vocabulary used in the child's writing by progressing from personal dictionaries to the use of
    thesaurus.

*  To develop the child's ability to construct and organise writing with an increasing

    knowledge of sentence construction and grammar.

*  To enable writing to become a natural process and not thought of as laborious.

*  To match the style of writing to the needs of the audience.

*  To develop a wide vocabulary to express ideas in writing and to engage the interest of the reader.

HANDWRITING

Background
To enable the children to write easily, quickly and legibly in order to improve the quality and fluency of their written work.

To introduce joined handwriting as early as possible to assist spelling and to prevent older children reverting to print writing .

Aims
*  To meet the national curriculum requirements at the end of each key stage.

*  To enable the children to produce a clear, quick and personal handwriting.

*  To be able to communicate effectively through the written word.

*  To help the children's spelling, as research shows that there is a strong link between good spelling and
   fluent handwriting.

SPELLING

Background
Spelling is a tool to:-

1.  To enable the children to write freely in order to share their work with others.

2.  To encourage the children’s confidence to use a variety of words both simple and complex
     to enhance their writing.

Aims
*  To enable the children to communicate effectively and fluently in their writing.

*  To cultivate an attitude to words which develops the children’s' natural interest in increasing their
    vocabulary.

*  To foster a positive attitude towards spelling. We encourage LOOK COVER WRITE CHECK method in
   spelling.

*  To foster spelling confidence in the children.

*  To help the children develop the ability to spell automatically.

*  We aim for the children to reach the average national curriculum levels at the end of each key stage.

MATHEMATICS

Background

The school places the study of mathematics in a position of importance within the curriculum. The mathematics policy should enable every child to achieve it’s full potential regardless of age, gender or cultural background.  The school has taken on board the National Numeracy Strategy, where the children have one hour of mathematics a day

Aims

· To enable every child in the school to receive their statutory entitlement to a mathematics curriculum, which is wide ranging and offers a balance of mathematical experiences.

· To give every child the ability to use numbers confidently and skillfully in basic computation, practical tasks, using statistics to record and interpret, problem solving, developing logical thinking patterns, reasoning ability and investigative activities.

· To equip the children to take and use the mathematical skills learned into the world beyond school.

· To ensure children enjoy their mathematics and are praised for their success.

· To make sure they make steady, satisfactory progress.

· To ensure that each child has access to learning opportunities which ensure that their full potential is reached - the brightest children being fully stretched and others with Special Educational Needs are appropriately taught.

· The school uses a variety of resources to support the National Curriculum.

SCIENCE

Background

The school places the study of science in a position of importance within the curriculum.  The science policy should enable every child to achieve their own potential in gaining knowledge about living things, materials and physical processes.  Each child should develop a systematic approach to the gaining of knowledge by using fair tests.

Aims

· To develop a scientific outlook, with a positive attitude to science.

· To develop enquiring minds, open to new ideas, with a respect for evidence.

· To encourage children to develop a systematic approach, using fair tests.

· To raise awareness of the world around them.

· To help children to acquire knowledge about living things, materials and physical processes.

· To encourage children to care for the environment.

· To provide an environment where children are active learners.

· To help children to learn to co-operate in a group activity.

· To enable children to look after their own health and safety.

· To enable the children to contribute to society more effectively in the home and work place.

The school has achieved 100% Level 4 and above in the KS2 Science test for the past 5 years.  This puts us in the top bracket of high achieving schools in the county.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

(1)  Nature of Physical Education

Physical Education should promote:

a)  An optimistic belief in themselves as having something of value to contribute.

b)  A recognition of value of others.

c)  Independence.

d)  Tolerance of others in all situations.

e)  Self-control.

f)  Equal opportunities in all areas of the P.E. curriculum for each child to reach full potential regardless of
    age, gender, race or ability.

(2)  Aims and Objectives of Physical Education

a)  To provide opportunities for children to experience the joy of movement.

b)  To promote physical activity as part of a healthy lifestyle.

c)   To develop positive attitudes: self-confidence, pride, team spirit, co-operation, loyalty, self-discipline,
      self-control, an ability to deal with success and failure and consideration for others.

d)  To teach the skills necessary for physical performance and improvement.

e)  To ensure safe practice: children should be taught to: respond quickly to instructions, follow rules, be
     appropriately dressed, use equipment safely and warm up and recover from exercise.

f)  To involve pupils in the cycle of planning, performing and evaluating in physical education.

g)  Enable every child to achieve its full potential, regardless of age, abilities, gender or cultural
     background.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Background

The school has adopted the QCA foundation subject guidance to fulfill the requirements of the National Curriculum.

The school follows the Agreed Syllabus as laid down by SACRE, with its 6 units of work to be completed by the end of each Key Stage.  Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism will be taught at both Key Stages.  Sikhism and Buddhism may also be taught at Key Stage 2.  Through the R E teaching throughout the school the children should become aware that a non religious view is also possible.

Aims

To enable our pupils:-

· To search for a coherent philosophy of life.

· To build a framework within which moral decisions can be made.

· To develop a positive attitude to other people, respecting their right to hold different beliefs.

· To develop a caring attitude to the Earth and all other forms of life.

· To acquire and develop a knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the other principal religions of Great Britain.

· To gain insight into what it is like to be a member of a faith community.

· We believe that by fulfilling the above stated aims we will be providing for spiritual, moral, and social development, without indoctrination.

ART

Definition:  Within the framework of this school visual arts are considered to encompass both 2 dimensional and 3 dimensional creative experiences, materials and work.  The school follows the Scottish Borders Art Scheme.

Background

Art plays an important part as a foundation subject within the National Curriculum.  The school policy and scheme of work aim to enable each child to reach their full potential within this subject.  Throughout the school, children are taught the two strands of the Art National Curriculum (1.  investigating and making and 2.  knowledge and understanding) at the appropriate level according to abilities.  Children are often encouraged to use their skills to complement other subjects eg illustrating stories, using art programmes on the computer.

Aims

· To provide a stimulating environment and a broad and balanced art curriculum.

· To ensure that all children have the opportunity to reach their full potential with consideration being given at both ends of the ability range.

· To develop expression and communication of ideas and experiences through creative activity and response to others' work.

· To make art a source of enjoyment both in and beyond school.

· To encourage confidence and tolerance working both independently and with others.

· To encourage children to use art as a means of exploring and enhancing their own personal experiences and their knowledge in other areas of the curriculum.

· To raise awareness of the wider world and different cultures.

· To enable children to use equipment safely.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Background

The School has a purpose made ICT Suite & library comprising of 14 networked computers with internet access.  Classes are timetabled during the week for Literacy, Numeracy and the designated teaching of ICT.  The school considers IT as an important foundation subject.  Throughout the school, all children are taught the skills, concepts and knowledge at the appropriate level and appropriate to their abilities.  The IT policy and scheme of work aim to enable each child to reach their full potential.  Children often have the opportunity to use IT equipment during break and lunch-times.

Aims

· To provide a stimulating environment for active learning.

· To develop the skills, concepts and knowledge needed to use Information Technology.

· To encourage confidence and tolerance, working independently and within a team.

· To encourage children to use IT to solve problems and assist and enhance their own learning in other areas of the curriculum.

· To meet Special Education Needs by reinforcing and extending ideas.

· To develop the skills used at home and in everyday life.

· To prepare for life beyond the school (in business, education, entertainment and so on).

· To enable children to use IT equipment safely and appropriately.

· The E safety policy and procedures has to be adhered to by all people involved with the school. All people involved with the school will be required to sign up to the policy and procedures. The E safety policy is available for anybody to see.
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Aims

Our aims in teaching Design and Technology are that all children will:

· develop their natural creativity and enjoy designing and making

· apply knowledge and skills from many aspects of the curriculum, especially Science, Maths and Art, to design and make quality products

· develop an understanding of the processes and capabilities that are necessary in the production of products

· develop initiative and personal skills, particularly of dexterity, co-ordination, confidence, initiative and perseverance

· develop their ability to make value judgments from a position of knowledge and understanding

· develop an understanding of the environment and to appreciate that individuals can affect and control this environment

· develop language, numeracy and IT skills

· develop good relationships between staff and other pupils

MUSIC

Background

Music plays an important part as a foundation subject in the National Curriculum.  Music is taught throughout the school at the appropriate level.  The school has a tradition of doing musical productions for special occasions.  

Aims

· To make music a source of enjoyment.

· To make music stimulating.

· To make music an aesthetic experience.

· To give children enjoyment of taking part.

· To give children experience of experimenting with sound.

· Listening and responding to music.

· To raise children’s awareness of musical variety including different cultures.

· To provide and environment where children are active learners.

· To encourage children to use music as a tool to develop tolerance and co-operation.

· To help develop children’s attitudes of independence, perseverance and confidence.

· To use music as a skill to enrich leisure time in their future.

· To develop an awareness of and an appreciation of organised patterns of sound and silence.

· To develop vocal and instrumental skills.

· To develop teamwork skills such as negotiation and discussion.

HUMANITIES

The school follows the QCA Schemes of Work in Geography & History. The school is in the process of changing to themes to ensure coverage of the necessary skills.
Our Aims in Geography
· To acquire a framework of knowledge about locations and places so as to increase our understanding of local, national and world events.

· To understand the physical systems of our earth such as landforms, climate, natural resources etc.

· To understand the relationships between people and environments.

· To encourage an understanding of settlement patterns, communication networks and other evidence of human activity.

· To promote an awareness and appreciation of ethnic, cultural, economic and political diversity of human society.

· To interpret photographic evidence, maps, statistics in order to develop a sense of what it might be like to live in a particular place.

Our Aims in History
· To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the world.

· To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements.

· To develop a knowledge of chronology within which they can organise their understanding of the past.

· To distinguish between fact and opinion by emphasising history as a process of enquiry using evidence of the past.

Religious Education/Collective Worship

The 1944 Education Act provides that the school day includes an act of collective worship on the part of all pupils and that religious instruction shall be given.  The Act required that these activities shall not be distinctive of any particular denomination.  The E.R.A. 1988 indicated that collective worship must be broadly Christian in character.

Parents who wish to exercise their rights to withdraw their children from religious worship or teaching or both should write to the head teacher.

The collective worship is led by teachers, governors, visitors and children.

In classes the children are given the opportunity to have an insight into festivals and other religions.  All teachers encourage the children to have tolerance and respect for the people in the school community.

Sex Education and Moral Issues

The School Governors' policy on teaching sex education is as follows:-Throughout the child's time in this school there will be opportunities to study life cycles of:-


frogs


caterpillars


chickens

Included will be `keeping a healthy body' including use and misuse of drugs and `healthy food & eating'.  The children's questions will be answered in a simple straightforward way appropriate to their age and understanding.  This normally falls within their programme of study for science and health education.

Sex education is not taught as a separate subject in the school but as an integral part of the Science syllabus.  The provision in the National Curriculum’s document for Science teaching on sex education is contained in Key Stage 1 - life processes and living things, that humans produce babies and those babies grow into children and then into adults; Key Stage 2 - that there are life processes including reproduction common to animals including humans.  These targets are taught sympathetically and children’s questions are answered as they arise.

However children in Year 6 have a short programme of study on the developing body and relationships.  Parents are notified of this and are asked to give consent for the child to take part.  Parents are welcome to see and discuss the material used in the programme.

Special Educational Needs

The designated teacher for co-ordinating special educational needs is Mrs M Murray.  The school follows the procedures laid down by the DCSF Code of Practice for Special Needs.  The school will use appropriate methods for identifying children with special needs as early as possible and teachers will do their best to secure that necessary provision is made for those pupils.  The school aims to integrate children with S.E.N. in all activities so far as that it is reasonable practicable and compatible.

Swimming

We consider swimming to be a very important aspect of life for all children, but especially so in our county where we are surrounded by the sea.  Halwin has a swimming time allocated at the Helston Pool for the Spring term.  There is a cost element for parents.  We would like the fees to be paid at the beginning of the term.  We try to keep the cost as low as possible - therefore we are unable to refund money for absentees on the swimming day.  However, special circumstances of long term sickness (eg broken bone) will be viewed sympathetically.

Topics

Teachers write to parents at the beginning of each term, briefly outlining the areas in science, geography and history that the children will be studying.  This letter also includes the days when PE clothing is necessary and when homework will be given out and has to be returned.

Parents will soon be able to access this from the school website.

Homework

In the early part of the school no formal homework is set - but we would ask you to share books with your children and to talk about what they are doing at school.  Teachers will be pleased to tell you how you can help your child.

Purple Class

The children have weekly spellings and tables to learn.  We would ask parents to continue to hear your child read and discuss the reading book together.  There may also be homework set to reinforce an area of the curriculum the child is studying at the time.

Blue Class

Along with learning of spellings and tables, the children are asked to undertake some research each week relevant to their class project and to present this in a homework book.  This is good preparation for the secondary school.  We would ask you to support us by encouraging your child to complete the homework.

Library

The school has a library of both fiction and non-fiction, which the children can borrow.  We try to encourage the children to return the books weekly and ask for your support in this matter.  If your child fails to return a book after 3 weeks, we will send you a reminder.  Unfortunately if the book is lost, you will be asked to cover the cost for a replacement.

Testing

The children in Y2 take the statutory Key Stage 1 SATs.  The children in Y6 take Key Stage 2 SATs

A variety of formal reading tests are used annually throughout the school.  The NFER Reading Tests are taken twice a year, September and June.  Years 3, 4 and 5 use the QCA end of year assessment tasks for English and maths.  This helps teachers to identify strengths and weaknesses and assists future planning.

Target Setting

The class teachers set individual targets for children in English, maths, science and ICT for each term.  The governors and staff set targets for year groups in the Autumn term, which are then discussed and agreed with the LA.

Theatre

The children have access to drama by theatre groups visiting the school and children visiting theatres, eg Minack.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Book Week The school has a book week in November.  During the week we try to have a variety of activities and visitors to make the week revolve around the English area of the curriculum

The Scholastic firm brings cases of books for the week - a selection of fiction and non-fiction, allowing the children to browse.  Parents run the shop after school for sales.  The school benefits from 25% of all sales.

School activities during the year may include an art week, science week etc.

School Camp

In most years the older children are invited to go on school camp.  We use various centres available to schools in Cornwall – Delaware and Carnyorth. We try to keep the cost as low as possible, but still include worthwhile activities eg water sports, orienteering, walking, sketching environmental studies etc.  The school has had four visits to London with children from other schools in the area; the most recent being June 2009. 
Extended Schools

The school signposts parents to other providers for after school care.

Staff may offer clubs during the year.

Football

The school usually has a team to play matches against other schools. Exeter FC has started an after school club which is available to all children. Exeter FC makes a charge for this.
Transport

To attend many of the matches and activities we often ask parents to help with the transport.  If you would like to be on the transport list you would need to complete a volunteer driver’s declaration form (available from the school office).

Friends of Halwin

There is a very active group of people who not only help with fund raising but also participate in all school activities, eg. parties, swimming, camp, play scenery, football matches, book week, discos, fetes etc.  The Friends meet regularly and always welcome willing committee members, helpers and new ideas.

Parent Helpers

We welcome parents in school to help with crafts, cookery, in school playing, reading and maths games etc.  Also the library, swimming, P.E./games under the direction of the class teacher.  National Literacy helping in the classes.

Parents/grandparents who regularly help in school will have to have a CRB check and be on the single central record held in school.

Parents who would like to commit some time to helping the children at school, please let me know.

Class Activities

During the year classes go on trips and have visitors into school to support their projects.  The Friends of Halwin pay for the coaches to lessen the cost of the trip for parents.

If you wish to see the full prospectus which includes sample menus, letter and number formation and other appendices please contact the school.
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